Pre-AP United States History to the Industrial Revolution 

Hillcrest High School -- Mrs. Drawhorn

Welcome to Pre-AP United States History to 1877 at Hillcrest High School.  This course will cover the historic development of American History from the discovery of the North American continent to 1877.  This course is designed to provide students with the analytical skills and factual knowledge necessary to deal critically with the problems and materials of U.S. history.  Solid reading and writing skills, along with a willingness to devote considerable time to homework and study are necessary to succeed.  Students will learn to interpret and evaluate the relative significance of primary and secondary source material and to present their evidence and conclusions clearly and persuasively in essay format.  Students must take the comprehensive final exam for this course and will receive the 0.5 extra quality points for successfully completing the course.  

Topics covered will include European Exploration and Colonization, Growth of the American Colonies, the American Revolution, a New Nation, Westward Expansion, Reform Movements, Sectionalism, the Civil War and Reconstruction.  Course objectives follow the Alabama Course of Study and prepare students for the Advanced Placement United States History Exam in the spring.  

Essential Functions
Students who choose Pre-AP coursework can expect the following:

· Significantly increased rigor – content is covered much more extensively.
· Additional outside class responsibilities – increased homework, reading, research, study, 
· Frequent writing assignments – essays, research papers, etc.
· Additional resources required – calculators, outside reading materials, etc.
· Testing in a timed AP format.

Expectations

· Attendance in class is absolutely essential to the successful completion of the course and to the attainment of a passing grade on the National Advanced Placement Examination.  A large portion of the content will extend beyond the scope of the text and will be covered only in classroom discussion.

· A positive attitude in an atmosphere of mutual respect is expected at all times.

· Students should be in their seats and ready to begin class each day when the tardy bell rings.  

· Students should come to class prepared to work bringing all necessary materials (textbook, paper, writing utensils, notebook) to every class session.

· Students will be required to read assigned pages in the textbook as well as primary and secondary source materials provided by the instructor.  Classwork is based on the assumption that you have read the assigned materials.  Lectures contain additional material beyond the scope of the text.  Thus, it is imperative that you (a) read the text, and (b) take notes.  Be prepared for group activities when assigned.

· Outside papers are due on the assigned dates.  Late papers must be accompanied by an excellent excuse (plague, kidnapping).  All late papers carry lower grades. 

· Students are expected to comply with all policies set forth by the Tuscaloosa Country Board of Education regarding tardies, make-up work, standards of behavior, etc.  Cell phones must remain in a student’s backpack/purse during class and should be on “silent” mode.
Attendance

Attendance is crucial for students to be successful in this course.  After five days of absences in a class, a student must provide a medical or legal excuse to be an excused absence.  This also applies to check-ins and check-outs after five class absences.  The Board of Education has adopted a policy whereby no credit will be awarded in any class when a student amasses 20 unexcused absences.  
Grading Policy

Grading will be calculated on a point system that includes major grades (tests, projects, written reports) and daily grades (homework assignments, reading quizzes, maps, vocabulary quizzes, in-class assignments).  Students will complete written assignments throughout the semester.  Tests will emphasize factual information, multiple causation/multiple outcome, and the concept of change over time.  There are likely to be no more than six or seven major grades per nine weeks.  This means that each major grade has a significant impact on the nine weeks grade.  A mandatory comprehensive assessment will be administered at the end of the first nine-week term and a comprehensive final examination at the end of the second nine-week term will count twenty percent (20%) of the course final grade.  Studying on a daily basis as well as for each major test is very important for successful completion of this course.  

Students must take the comprehensive final exam for this course and will receive the 0.5 extra quality points for successfully completing the course.  Students who do not take the final exam will receive a zero and will not receive the 0.5 weighted credit.  

Textbook and Resources

1.  The text for the course is Fraser, James W.  By the People, AP Edition. Upper Saddle River:  Pearson Education, 2015. 

.

2.  The textbook’s website is MyHistoryLab and contains many valuable resources including an e-text version of the textbook. There will be an information sheet with specific instructions and an access code sent home for this.  
3.  Secondary Study and Review Book:  

Barron’s:  AP United States History (2nd Edition 2015) You can buy this book at Barnes and Noble 

for $18.99. – MAKE SURE IT IS THIS EDITION 

This book is excellent and will be invaluable in preparing for the AP exam.  This book should be 

purchased by the end of September.  We will use it often in class.
4.  Most of our readings will come from The American Spirit, edited by Thomas Bailey & David Kennedy.

Materials 
*  Three-ring binder with paper

*   Pencil/Pen and Highlighter

*   Colored pencils

*   A donation of Hand Sanitizer and/or Kleenex is requested

Make-up Assignments
Students returning from an absence are responsible for completing missed assignments as prescribed by the Tuscaloosa County Board of Education policy (see Student Handbook).  It is the responsibility of the student to request and return make-up work.  Make-up tests will be given at a designated time following a student’s return and will often differ from the test taken in class.  Students perform much better on a test when it is taken on the designated date in class, rather than taking a make-up test after school.
Parent Communication

I will be glad to meet with any parent or guardian to discuss the progress of his/her son or daughter during the year.  My planning time will be from 7:50 until 8:35 this semester.  If you need to schedule an appointment, please call the school office at 342-2800.  You may also contact me through e-mail.  My address is jdrawhorn@tcss.net .   Also, a great resource for students and parents is the Hillcrest High School website at www.tcss.net, which lists school events and announcements.  In addition, students now have access to grades and homework assignments through the INOW Parent Portal which can also be accessed through www.tcss.net. 
